
2023

1

KIAWAH ISLAND PARKWAY 
TRAFFIC UPDATE
Town of  K iawah I s land

2023

INTRODUCTION
The Town monitors traffic along the road it maintains, 

including the Kiawah Island Parkway and Beachwalker Drive.  

In 2023, the Town contracted with Quality Counts, LLC to 

conduct traffic counts along the Kiawah Island Parkway as well 

as Beachwalker Drive, Flyway Drive, Governors Drive, Ocean 

Course Drive and Kiawah Beach Drive for a comprehensive 

understanding of overall Kiawah Island traffic volumes. 
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TRAFFIC COUNTING PERIODS

JUNE
1st – 14th
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JULY
8th – 22nd

AUGUST
14th – 31st

← PEAK SEASON →

THREE TIMES A YEAR

TRAFFIC COUNTER LOCATIONS
#1 – Kiawah Island Pkwy E of Freshfields Drive 

#2 – Kiawah Island Pkwy E of Old Cedar Lane 

#3 – Kiawah Island Pkwy W of Beachwalker Drive

#4 – Beachwalker Drive S of Kiawah Island Pkwy

#5 – Beachwalker Drive E of Cape Point Road 

#6 – Kiawah Island Pkwy S of Oyster Rake Drive

#7 – Kiawah Island Pkwy W of Sea Forest Drive

#8 – Kiawah Island Pkwy N of Green Dolphin Way

#9 – Governors Drive E of Flyway Drive

#10 – Flyway Drive N of Glen Abbey

#11 – Ocean Course Drive E of Ocean Marsh Road

#12 - Beachwalker Dr between General Store and Kiawah Island Pkwy 

#13 - Kiawah Island Pkwy Between Betsy Kerrison Pkwy and Freshfields Dr

#14 - Kiawah Beach Dr between Kiawah Island Pkwy and Greensward Rd  
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In order to develop a comprehensive
understanding of Kiawah Island traffic volumes,
additional traffic counter locations were
included that are not along the Kiawah Island
Parkway as outlined within the Development
Agreement. In 2023, three counter locations
were added to capture additional specific
traffic patterns.

Data was collected by Tube Count 
and supplemental Video reports. 
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TRAFFIC COUNTER LOCATIONS
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SUMMARY OF 
COLLECTED DATA
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QC DATA SET  
EXAMPLE

Counter Location

KIP, East of Freshfields Drive

Traffic Direction

East Bound / West Bound

Counting Period

June 1st – 14th

AM / PM Peak Hours

AM / PM Peak Volumes

Metric

Vehicles Per Hour

T O W N  O F  K I A W A H  I S L A N D  

T O W N  O F  K I A W A H  I S L A N D  8

7

8



2023

5

KIP TRAFFIC SUMMARY (JUNE)
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#2 (KIP) E of Old Cedar Lane#1 (KIP) E of Freshfields Drive 
Highest AM Peak VolumeHighest AM Peak Volume

8:00 AMEB7-Jun789 vph8:00 AMEB7-Jun882 vph
Highest PM Peak VolumeHighest PM Peak Volume

5:00 PMWB7-Jun881 vph5:00 PMWB7-Jun920 vph

Highest AM Three Consecutive Day Peak VolumeHighest AM Three Consecutive Day Peak Volume

8:00 AMEB6-Jun780 vph8:00 AMEB5-Jun793 vph
8:00 AMEB7-Jun789 vph8:00 AMEB6-Jun841 vph
8:00 AMEB8-Jun746 vph8:00 AMEB7-Jun882 vph

Highest PM Three Consecutive Day Peak VolumeHighest PM Three Consecutive Day Peak Volume

5:00 PMWB5-Jun816 vph5:00 PMWB6-Jun916 vph

5:00 PMWB6-Jun860 vph5:00 PMWB7-Jun920 vph

5:00 PMWB7-Jun881 vph5:00 PMWB8-Jun887 vph

#13 (KIP) between Betsy Kerrison Pkwy

Highest AM Peak Volume

8:00 AMEB6-Jun823 vph

Highest PM Peak Volume

5:00 PMWB6-Jun875 vph

Highest AM Three Consecutive Day Peak Volume

8:00 AMEB6-Jun823 vph

8:00 AMEB7-Jun803 vph

8:00 AMEB8-Jun785 vph

Highest PM Three Consecutive Day Peak Volume

5:00 PMWB6-Jun875 vph

5:00 PMWB7-Jun833 vph

5:00 PMWB8-Jun764 vph

KIP TRAFFIC SUMMARY (JULY)

T O W N  O F  K I A W A H  I S L A N D  1 0

#2 (KIP) E of Old Cedar Lane#1 (KIP) E of Freshfields Drive 
Highest AM Peak VolumeHighest AM Peak Volume

8:00 AMEB20-Jul778 vph8:00 AMEB20-Jul822 vph
Highest PM Peak VolumeHighest PM Peak Volume

5:00 PMWB19-Jul897 vph5:00 PMWB19-Jul930 vph

Highest AM Three Consecutive Day Peak VolumeHighest AM Three Consecutive Day Peak Volume

8:00 AMEB18-Jul706 vph7:00 AMEB19-Jul785 vph
8:00 AMEB19-Jul702 vph8:00 AMEB20-Jul822 vph
8:00 AMEB20-Jul778 vph8:00 AMEB21-Jul764 vph

Highest PM Three Consecutive Day Peak VolumeHighest PM Three Consecutive Day Peak Volume

5:00 PMWB11-Jul843 vph5:00 PMWB18-Jul891 vph

5:00 PMWB12-Jul825 vph5:00 PMWB19-Jul930 vph

5:00 PMWB13-Jul871 vph5:00 PMWB20-Jul862 vph

5:00 PMWB17-Jul772 vph

5:00 PMWB18-Jul808 vph

5:00 PMWB19-Jul897 vph

#13 (KIP) between Betsy Kerrison Pkwy

Highest AM Peak Volume

8:00 AMEB12-Jul793 vph

Highest PM Peak Volume

5:00 PMWB19-Jul816 vph

Highest AM Three Consecutive Day Peak Volume

7:00 AMEB18-Jul735 vph

8:00 AMEB19-Jul758 vph

8:00 AMEB20-Jul791 vph

8:00 AMEB12-Jul793 vph

8:00 AMEB13-Jul769 vph

8:00 AMEB14-Jul722 vph

Highest PM Three Consecutive Day Peak Volume

5:00 PMWB18-Jul755 vph

5:00 PMWB19-Jul816 vph

5:00 PMWB20-Jul770 vph
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KIP TRAFFIC SUMMARY (AUGUST)

T O W N  O F  K I A W A H  I S L A N D  1 1

#2 (KIP) E of Old Cedar Lane#1 (KIP) E of Freshfields Drive 
Highest AM Peak VolumeHighest AM Peak Volume

8:00 AMEB24-Aug768 vph8:00 AMEB24-Aug849 vph
Highest PM Peak VolumeHighest PM Peak Volume

5:00 PMWB29-Aug752 vph5:00 PMWB29-Aug814 vph

Highest AM Three Consecutive Day Peak VolumeHighest AM Three Consecutive Day Peak Volume

8:00 AMEB23-Aug720 vph8:00 AMEB23-Aug826 vph
8:00 AMEB24-Aug768 vph8:00 AMEB24-Aug849 vph
8:00 AMEB25-Aug690 vph8:00 AMEB25-Aug752 vph

Highest PM Three Consecutive Day Peak VolumeHighest PM Three Consecutive Day Peak Volume

5:00 PMWB27-Aug366 vph4:00 PMWB27-Aug381 vph

5:00 PMWB28-Aug638 vph4:00 PMWB28-Aug710 vph
5:00 PMWB29-Aug752 vph5:00 PMWB29-Aug814 vph

5:00 PMWB23-Aug666 vph3:00 PMWB22-Aug758 vph

5:00 PMWB24-Aug717 vph5:00 PMWB23-Aug702 vph

3:00 PMWB25-Aug644 vph5:00 PMWB24-Aug751 vph

#13 (KIP) between Betsy Kerrison Pkwy

Highest AM Peak Volume

8:00 AMEB24-Aug823 vph

Highest PM Peak Volume

5:00 PMWB29-Aug770 vph

Highest AM Three Consecutive Day Peak Volume

8:00 AMEB22-Aug727 vph

8:00 AMEB23-Aug823 vph

8:00 AMEB24-Aug711 vph

8:00 AMEB16-Aug780 vph

8:00 AMEB17-Aug753 vph

8:00 AMEB18-Aug775 vph

Highest PM Three Consecutive Day Peak Volume

5:00 PMWB27-Aug377 vph

5:00 PMWB28-Aug677 vph

5:00 PMWB29-Aug770 vph

EVALUATING TRAFFIC

Near Capacity 

Traffic Volume (NCTV) 

NCTV represents the point at which 70% peak hour 

capacity is reached on the Kiawah Island Parkway or 

Kiawah River Bridge determined by vehicles per hour 

(VPH). In determining the 70% capacity, the NCTV is 

evaluated per lane for the Kiawah Island Parkway, or the 

equivalent of one direction as Kiawah Island Parkway East 

Bound, or Kiawah Island Parkway West Bound.
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Kiawah Island 
Parkway

Peak Hour 
Capacity

1,900 VPH

NCTV

1,330 VPH

Kiawah River 
Bridge

Peak Hour 
Capacity

1,700 VPH

NCTV

1,190 VPH
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EVALUATING TRAFFIC
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Traffic Volumes Exceed NCTV

NCTV is exceeded for three (3) 
consecutive days during 
designated counting periods.

June 1st – 14th

July 8th – 22nd

August 17th – 31st

This does not include peaking 
volumes due to special events.

Developed Traffic Mitigation Plan

The Developer submits a traffic 
mitigation plan to the Town. 

The plan shall include measures 
to reduce the traffic volumes 
below the NCTV or increase 
roadway capacity for affected 
road segments along the 
Kiawah Island Parkway. 

Implemented Traffic Mitigation

The Town reviews and approves 
the traffic mitigation plan. 

The developer shall be liable 
for implementing the approved 
traffic mitigation plan and traffic 
mitigation measures with 
construction of improvements 
beginning within six (6) months.

What happens if the NCTV is reached?

EVALUATING TRAFFIC

Has the NCTV been reached?

As determined by the standards and criteria outlined within
the Development Agreement (Exhibit 10.1), the Near
Capacity Traffic Volume has not been reached.

Overall traffic volumes have increased over the previous
year however, traffic volumes have not met or exceeded the
near capacity thresholds for required mitigation measures.

Some traffic mitigation efforts have taken place absent of
the required thresholds being met. Furthermore, the Town
has proactively studied the KIP for future traffic impacts.
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Kiawah Island Parkway 1,330 VPH

Kiawah Island Bridge 1,190 VPH

N C T V
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https://www.kiawahisland.org/traffic_studies.php
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The complete traffic data provided by Quality Counts, LLC may be 

found online at the Towns Development Resources Webpage.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
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